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Utah Lake Remains under Advisory Due to Algae and E. coli  
 

SALT LAKE CITY – The public is warned to stay out of two areas of Utah Lake due to the 

presence of E.coli at the Lindon Drain area, as well as Sandy Beach. The majority of the lake 

continues to be under an advisory due to an algal bloom. 

 

The Utah County Health Department (UCHD) posted “caution” signs this morning at the two 

locations after elevated levels of E. coli were detected in water samples the Utah Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) collected. While the samples collected from the Lindon Marina 

tested under the limit for recreational water, the public is cautioned to stay out of the Lindon Drain 

area, which is frequented by those recreating near the Lindon Marina. The Lindon Drain area is 

located directly north of the Lindon Marina.  

 

UCHD posted “caution” signs at Sandy Beach in July when E.coli was first discovered. Those 

signs will remain in place. It advises the public:  

• Do not ingest lake water 

• Water is unsafe for swimming and deep wading 

• Wash hands after handling fish and lake water 

• Wash hands/body after any contact with the lake water 

 

UCHD Executive Director, Ralph Clegg says “E. coli infection is a serious with severe 

complications in some cases. The public is strongly encouraged to take the caution seriously in 

these areas of high E. coli and stay out of the water to protect your health.” 

 

E. coli is a bacterium that lives in the intestinal tracts of warm-blooded animals, including 

humans, indicating possible contamination of water of fecal waste. E. coli infection typically 

causes diarrhea and abdominal cramps, with or without a fever, and can lead to kidney failure and 

death.  

 

DEQ’s Division of Water Quality has not been able to identify a clear source of E. coli for either 

site. The Lindon Drain area and Sandy Beach will continue to be sampled for E. coli 

contamination. For more information on E. coli water advisories, 

visit  https://deq.utah.gov/Divisions/dwq/health-advisory/ecoli/advisories.htm 

 

 

-MORE- 

 



Page 2 

Utah Lake Algal Bloom: 
The advisory for the majority of Utah Lake remains in place due to sampling results remaining 

above the Environmental Protection Agency’s health-based threshold for recreational waters. 

Water quality crews continue to collect additional samples, with results available next week. 

 

Although blue-green algae are a natural part of many freshwater ecosystems, under the right 

conditions they can proliferate rapidly. High levels of nutrients in the water, combined with warm 

temperatures, abundant sunlight, and calm water, can promote growth, resulting in extensive 

blooms. These blooms consist of cyanobacteria (often referred to as blue-green algae), a type of 

bacteria that poses risks to humans, wildlife, domestic animals and fish. Symptoms of exposure 

include headache, fever, diarrhea, abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting, and sometimes allergic-

like reactions from skin contact. 

 

For concerns about possible human exposure, call the Utah Poison Control Center at 800-222-

1222 or your physician. 

 

DEQ will continue to provide updated information at: habs.utah.gov. 

 

To sign up for updates related to the algal bloom on Utah Lake: go to alerts.utahcounty.gov create 

account. Select contact methods. Create profile, select location. Choose alert subscription “Utah 

Lake” under “Utah County Alerts.”  

 

### 
About DEQ 
Established in 1991, the Utah Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) mission is to safeguard and improve 

Utah’s air, land and water through balanced regulation. DEQ implements state and federal environmental laws and 

works with individuals, community groups and businesses to protect the quality of Utah’s air, land and water. For 

more information, visit www.deq.utah.gov, follow DEQ on Facebook (utahdeq) and Twitter (UtahDEQ), or call 1-

800-458-0145.  

 


